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General overview 
- Legal framework on FT:

• Participation to ad hoc working groups on 
Flemish, national and European level (supporting 
FTPP)

• FTPP Possibilities 
– Collaboration with Lawyer Martens
– Collaboration with ASF
– Dissemination of manual
– Informing interested parties through workshops
– …

- Public authorities: 

• Study about the FTPP behavior of the “centre 
cities” in Flanders

• The status of the FTT in Flanders
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Legal framework

• Partnership Avocats Sans Frontières - FTT -
Public Affairs award: ‘Justice and Sustainability’

– Main Goal: Supporting local and regional 
authorities in Belgium to tender for Fair Trade!

– Specific Goal: to provide training and 
professional support to local authorities 
through the formation of a Fair Trade Legal 
Team



Legal framework
- Creation of a Manual FTPP for local 

administrations, in collaboration with lawyer 
Martens 



Public Authorities
Study about FTPP
• = A research on the purchasing policy of the 13 

Flemish “centre cities” (June 2009)
• All cities in the research acquired the title 

‘FairTradeTown’

Main Findings: 
There is a need for more information about Fair 
Trade
Main obstacles to buy Fair Trade: the lack of 
information and the price



Public Authorities
Fair Trade criteria were mostly integrated in the 
technical specifications and/or in the awarding 
criteria

¼ cities does not write tenders for their Fair 
Trade products. Choosing Fair Trade happens 
through procedures that do not require formal 
tendering process 

Half of the studied cities do not know the 
amount they spend on Fair Trade products. 
Those who could assess the amount, gave an 
amount under 133.000 €/year

The most purchased products are coffee, tea 
and juices. Also, half of the questioned buyers 
bought wine



Public Authorities

+ 200 registrations and 90 Flemish FTT

– Week of the Fair Trade: Fair Trade bus!
– Title 100? 



Other plans/ 
challenges

- Cooperation with FT Legal Team (ASF)
- Cooperation with VVSG (Association for Flemish 

Municipalities) for creating a guide and helpdesk 
‘green and fair procurement’

- Broader study into all Flemish cities and towns. -
Basis for a code for integrating Fair Trade 

criteria in the purchasing policy of the various 
governments and possibly for a helpdesk for fair 
purchasing. 

- Close follow-up of evolutions in sustainable 
labeling initiatives, especially in relation with 
public procurement



Thank you for your 
attention!


