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summary

As we are faced with increasing poverty, climate change and excessive use of natural
resources throughout the world, public authorities and citizens have a growing interest in
taking on a model of development where economic growth, increased social cohesion and a
better environment are sought together.

Many public authorities are making an active contribution to sustainable development through
their daily decision-making, including public purchasing. As well as introducing environmental
and social considerations into their procurement procedures, an increasing number of public
authorities are going one step further towards supporting sustainable development by
promoting Fair Trade in those procedures. By doing so, their purchasing decisions will not only
have an impact on the lives of producers in developing countries, but will also set an example
for others, such as citizens and private business.

The Public Affairs project aims at promoting Fair Trade considerations into public
procurement, enabling a growing number of public authorities and other public and semi-
public sector bodies to use public procurement as a tool to combat poverty and to contribute
to sustainable development by systematically including Fair Trade criteria into their
procurement policies and practices.

To achieve this, the European Observatory on Fair Trade Public Procurement, a dynamic
European platform, has been set up. Visitors can register on the website to have access to
various content, including best practices, guides, studies, legislation, resources, news and
events. Through the Observatory, a model on Fair Trade Public Procurement will also be
made available by 2010. This model will be based on research and studies on the current
situation of Fair Trade criteria in public tenders that are being carried out within the Public
Affairs project.

Throughout the project, various activities such as seminars, training sessions and workshops
for public authorities, catering and vending services and Fair Trade organisations, as well as
educational activities in schools, will be carried out.

The project will conclude with a final international conference to be held at the end of the
project, presenting the model on Fair Trade Public Procurement.

For additional information on the Public Affairs project or on Fair Trade and Public
Procurement, please contact:

Sandra Amorim ¢ EFTA Public Affairs Office ¢ Bureau 9A - Village Partenaire

15 Rue Fernand Bernierstraat ¢ B—1060 Brussels

Tel: 0032 (0)2 543 19 24 ¢ Fax: 0032 (0)2 543 44 81 + fair-procura@eftafairtrade.org

or visit www.eftafairtrade.org/observatory

This publication has been produced with the financial assistance of the European
Sl Union. The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of Public Affairs
R and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the
European Union.



